
APPLICATION REF NO. 181777/DPP

Development Management
Strategic Place Planning

Business Hub 4, Marischal College, Broad Street
Aberdeen, AB10 1AB

Tel: 01224 523470   Email: pi@aberdeencity.gov.uk 

DECISION NOTICE

The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997

Detailed Planning Permission

Duncan Bennett
Bennett Architectural Design Limited
Commerce House
Commerce Street
Aberdeen
Aberdeen City
AB11 5FN

on behalf of The Auld Alliance Limited 

With reference to your application validly received on 11 October 2018 for the 
following development:- 

Replacement windows to front and rear  
at 7 Bon-Accord Square, Aberdeen

Aberdeen City Council in exercise of their powers under the above mentioned Act 
hereby REFUSE PLANNING PERMISSION for the said development in accordance 
with the particulars given in the application form and the following plans and 
documents:

Drawing Number Drawing Type
D1823-05 Location Plan
D1823-06 Multiple Elevations (Proposed)

REASON FOR DECISION

The reasons on which the Council has based this decision are as follows:-

The proposals would not affect the delivery of the vision for the city centre, in 
accordance with Policy NC1 (City Centre Development - Regional Centre) of the 
Aberdeen Local Development Plan (ALDP), nor the amenity or viability of any 
neighbouring uses, in accordance with Policy H2 (Mixed Use Areas) of the ALDP.

mailto:pi@aberdeencity.gov.uk


The proposal to replace the existing windows would adversely affect the historic 
architectural integrity and character of the listed building and by extension, to a lesser 
degree, the character of the conservation area. The existing windows (with the 
exception of the two at roof-level) are historic/ possibly original and in the absence of 
a detailed window condition survey, visual inspections by officers indicate they do not 
appear to be beyond practicable repair. Indeed, the applicant's updated supporting 
statement includes a quotation from a reputable window repair company which only 
recommends the wholesale replacement of one window. Thus, it is considered that: 
the vast majority of the windows are not 'beyond repair'; and the principle of replacing 
them has therefore not been suitably justified, thus is not accepted. The proposals 
therefore fail to comply with the principles of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), Historic 
Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS), Policy D4 (Historic Environment) of the 
Aberdeen Local Development Plan, the Council's supplementary guidance on The 
Repair and Replacement of Windows & Doors and Historic Environment Scotland's 
Managing Change in the Historic Environment: 'Windows' and 'Asset Management' 
guidance. 

Whilst the applicant has largely based their justification for replacing the existing 
windows on thermal efficiency/ sustainability grounds, issues which are not without 
merit, they have not explored in any detail, alternative, more sympathetic solutions to 
addressing these issues, which would allow the existing windows to be retained, as is 
required by HEPS Policy HEP4.

Date of Signing 4 June 2019

Daniel Lewis
Development Management Manager

IMPORTANT INFORMATION RELATED TO THIS DECISION

DETAILS OF ANY VARIATION MADE TO ORIGINAL PROPOSAL, AS AGREED 
WITH APPLICANT (S32A of 1997 Act)

None.

RIGHT OF APPEAL
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

If the applicant is aggrieved by the decision of the planning authority – 

a) to refuse planning permission;
b) to refuse approval, consent or agreement requried by a condition imposed on 

a grant of planning permission;



c) to grant planning permission or any approval, consent or agreement subject to 
conditions,

the applicant may require the planning authority to review the case under section 
43A(8) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 within three months 
from the date of this notice. Any requests for a review must be made on a ‘Notice of 
Review’ form available from the planning authority or at www.eplanning.scot.  

Notices of review submitted by post should be sent to Strategic Place Planning 
(address at the top of this decision notice).

SERVICE OF PURCHASE NOTICE WHERE INTERESTS ARE AFFECTED BY A 
PLANNING DECISION

If permission to develop land is refused and the owner of the land claims that the 
land has become incapable of reasonably beneficial use in it’s existing state and 
cannot be rendered capable of reasonably benefical use by the carrying out of any 
development that would be permitted, the owners of the land may serve on the 
planning authority a purchase notice requiring the purchase of the owner of the land’s 
interest in the land in accordance with Part 5 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997.

http://www.eplanning.scot/

